MORRIS COUNTY PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

www.mcpanj.com
AWARD OVERVIEW


MCPA offers an annual psychology award open to all high school students in Morris County who are taking classes related to the behavioral sciences, including psychology, human and/or animal behavior, child development, sociology, etc.  The purpose of the award is to stimulate and encourage the study of the behavioral sciences in high school students.


Formats of work to be submitted can include term research papers, extended essays, or empirical research studies which were completed as part of the students’ course work.  Entries will be judged at a level appropriate to the knowledge and skills of high school students, with judging criteria to include:

· Relevance to the discipline of the behavioral sciences

· Awareness of social, cultural and ethical issues in the behavioral sciences

· Awareness of theoretical and methodological issues in the study of behavioral science

· Citation of relevant references to scientific publications and public media

· Clarity of written expression

· Originality of the study

The judging process is as follows:  Identifying information is removed from each entry. The entries are then judged independently by three separate members of MCPA, using nine evaluation categories.  Entrants receiving the highest scores will be the winners.

Winners will receive cash awards and will present their papers at an MCPA program.  Parents, teachers, principals, and students whose work receive honorable mention recognition will also be invited to attend.

In order to recognize the efforts of every entrant, certificates of participation will be given to all entrants who did not win an award.  Certificates will also be given to each teacher and school that participated in the competition.

